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Call for Nominations
IUMS Member Society Research Excellence Awards
(For the IUMS Biennial Congress)
 
Call for Nominations
The International Union of Microbiological Societies (IUMS) invites its Member Societies to submit nominations for the IUMS Member Society Research Excellence Awards. These Research Excellence Awards are set to be a highlight of all IUMS Biennial Congresses.
The awards will recognise outstanding early- to mid-career researchers (EMCRs) who are making significant and original contributions in the field of microbiology. The awards provide an international forum to showcase emerging leaders from across the global microbiology community and to strengthen engagement between IUMS and its Member Societies.
 
Award Structure
· Each IUMS Member Society may nominate one (1) candidate
· IUMS will select up to six (6) awardees to deliver oral presentations in a dedicated 1.5-hour Award Session at the Congress
· Remaining nominees will be offered automatic poster presentation slots
· Oral presentations must align with one of the scientific themes of the Congress
Awardees will receive:
· Complimentary Congress registration (covered by IUMS)
· Formal recognition as an IUMS Member Society Research Excellence Awardee
· An invited oral presentation (for selected awardees)
Travel and accommodation are expected to be supported by the nominating Member Society. Member Societies with limited financial resources may apply to IUMS for travel support for their nominee, subject to the availability of funds.
 
Eligibility
Nominees must:
· Be within 15 years post-PhD at the time of nomination
· Career interruptions (e.g. parental leave, clinical training) will be taken into consideration
· Have been a member of the nominating IUMS Member Society for at least 1 year
· Be employed in academia, industry, clinical practice, public health, or government research
· Be able to attend and present in person at the IUMS Congress
 
Selection Criteria
Nominations will be assessed by IUMS based on:
· Research excellence and originality
· Scientific impact and emerging leadership
· Relevance to the Congress scientific themes
· Consideration of gender equity and geographical distribution
 
Nomination Requirements
Nominations must be submitted by the Member Society on the form attached - and include the following documents:
1. Completed Nomination Form (IUMS template)
1. Curriculum Vitae (maximum 4 pages)
1. Research Summary (maximum 1 page) outlining key achievements and impact
1. Statement of Support from the Member Society confirming:
3. The internal selection or review process used
3. Expected support for travel and accommodation (where applicable)
**Incomplete or late submissions will not be considered.
 
Equity and Diversity
IUMS is committed to ensuring gender equity and broad geographical representation in the final selection of awardees and encourages Member Societies to reflect these principles in their internal nomination processes.
 
Key Dates
· Call opens: February 2026
· Submission deadline for the Nomination Form: Midnight CET on Wednesday 29th April (no extensions)
· Notification of outcomes: Mid June 2026
Nominations should be submitted electronically to: Violeta Petrova vpetrova@kenes.com 
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